PREFATOKY NOTE
by comparison with the relatively uneventful year 1932, the year 1933
was reminiscent of 1931; and, while it did not produce quite so shatter-
ing an effect on human nerves and imaginations as the annus terribilis,
this was no doubt partly through the effect of familiarity, and.not
altogether because the latest outbreak of social catastrophe's was
actually less violent or less destructive than its immediate prede-
cessor. The fact wras—as any open-eyed observer cbuld perceive—
that Western Man in the fourth decade of the twentieth century was
reaccustoming himself, with remarkable rapidity, to that state of in-
security from which his father and grandfather had partially escaped,
but which had been, after all, the common lot of human life in almost
all ages of which a record survived. In any cases, *he American tiank
crisis of 1933 certainly did not produce as great a sensation as the crisis
of the Pound Sterling in 1931; and even the reactions to the explosion
of fanatical nationalism in Germany, in the National-Socialist Revolu-
tion of 1933, were perhaps mitigated to some extent by the previous
experience of the Japanese explosion of 1931.
In the field of international affairs in 1933, the American ejQCftomic
and financial crisis and the German political revolution were the two
outstanding events of the year; and it is noteworthy that, in form,
each of them was the internal affair of a parochial community and
not technically an international affair at all. In reality, of course, both
these 'domestic' transactions were big with the fate of the world-wide
society of the day, and therefore, incidentally, with the fates of every
one of the sixty or seventy states into which this society was parti-
tioned at the moment, A widespread realization of this truth was
reflected in the keen interest and deep feeling which both the American
and the German affair evoked beyond the borders of the United States
and ofc the Third Keich'.
If the term international were to be used in its strictest sense, we
should have to 'say that the outstanding international ^event of the
year was the late but clear pronouncement of a verdict, from the
mouth of the Assembly of the League of Nations, in the Par Eastern
dispute between China and Japan; and manifestly this solemn act, on
the part of the leading international institution of the day, was an
event of historic international importance. Yet an observer might well
judge that this was not the critical act in the Tar Eastern drama; for,
some time before the judgement was pronounced, it had already be-
come certain that Japan could, and would, defy it—if it were not to

